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Home COVID tests to be covered by insurers starting Saturday 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Start- 
ing Saturday, private health 
insurers will be required to 
cover up to eight home 
COVID-19 tests per month 
for people on their plans. 
The Biden administration 
announced the change 
Monday as it looks to lower 
costs and make testing for 
the virus more convenient 
amid rising frustrations. 
Under the new policy, first 
detailed to the AP, Ameri- 
cans will be able to either 
purchase home testing kits 
for free under their insur- 
ance or submit receipts for 
the tests for reimbursement, 
up to the monthly per-per- 
son limit. 

A family of four, forinstance, 
could be reimbursed for up 
to 32 tests per month. PCR 
tests and rapid tests or- 
dered or administered by 
a health provider will con- 
tinue to be fully covered by 
insurance with no limit. 
President Joe Biden faced 


criticism over the holiday 
season for a shortage of at- 
home rapid tests as Ameri- 
cans traveled to see fam- 
ily amid the surge in cases 
from the more transmissible 
omicron variant. Now the 
administration is working 
to make COVID-19 home 
tests more accessible, both 
by increasing supply and 
bringing down costs. 

Later this month, the feder- 
al government will launch 
a website to begin making 
500 million at-home COV- 
ID-19 tests available via 
mail. 

The administration also 
is scaling up emergency 
rapid-testing sites in areas 
experiencing the greatest 
surges in cases. 

The insurer-covered testing 
would dramatically reduce 
costs for many Americans, 
and the administration 
hopes that by easing a 
barrier to more regular at- 
home testing, it can help 
slow the spread of the virus, 
get kids back into school 
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more quickly and help 
people gather safely. 

"This is all part of our overall 
strategy to ramp up access 
to easy-to-use, at-home 
tests at no cost," Health 
and Human Services Secre- 
tary Xavier Becerra said in 
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a statement. "By requiring 
private health plans to cov- 
er people's at-home tests, 
we are further expanding 
Americans ability to get 
tests for free when they 
need them." 

Biden announced the fed- 
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eral requirement late last 
year, and it kicks in on Jan. 
15, but the administration 
had been silent until now 
on details of the plan. 


Continued on Page 2 


: aie) 4 ms a. - 


- Peaks 
. ov 


a 


_ 


Home COVID tests to 


Continued from Front 


The administration is trying 
to incentivize private insur- 
ers to cover the tests up- 
front and without a cum- 
bersome reimbursement 
process. Insurance plans 
that work with pharma- 
cies and retailers to cover 
the up-front costs of the 
tests will be required to re- 
imburse only up to $12 per 
test if purchased through 
an out-of-network  retail- 
er. Plans that don't move 
proactively to set up a net- 
work of pharmacies would 
have to cover the full retail 
price that the customer 
paid — which could be 
more than $12 per test. 

The two main health insur- 
ance industry groups said 
insurers would carry out 
the administration's order, 
but cautioned consumers it 
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won't be as easy as flipping 
a switch. 

"Health insurance provid- 
ers will work as quickly as 
possible to implement this 
guidance in ways that 
limit consumer confusion 
and challenges," Matt Ey- 
les, president of America's 
Health Insurance Plans, 
said in a statement. "While 
there will likely be some hic- 
cups in early days, we will 
work with the administra- 
tion to swiftly address issues 
as they arise.” 

The Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Association had a more 
direct response. "We are 
concerned that the policy 
does not solve for the lim- 
ited supply of tests in the 
country and could cause 
additional consumer fric- 
tion as insurers stand up a 
program in just four days' 
time," Kim Keck, the group's 


president, said in a state- 
ment. 

Both groups said they sup- 
port provisions in the Bi- 
den administration plan to 
counteract potential price 
gouging on tests. 

Only tests purchased on 
or after Jan. 15 will be re- 
quired to be reimbursed, 
the administration — said. 
Some insurers may choose 
to cover the costs of aft- 
home tests purchased ear- 
lier, but they won't have to. 
Mina Bressler, a mother of 
two and a therapist in San 
Mateo, California, was 
able to buy rapid test kits 
online and shared some 
with a parent who works 
in the service industry and 
doesn't have time to "sit at 
her computer every hour 
refreshing the Walmart 
page to see when tests are 
in stock." 
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"| gave her some and her 
kids went to school. That's 
one time and there's a mil- 
lion of her," Bressler said. 

"Just like vaccines becom- 
ing available really shone 
a light on the inequity of 
what's going on in this pan- 
demic, | think testing is the 
new flashlight for that be- 
cause who's going online 
stalking Walmart? It's not 


be covered by insurers starting Saturday 


Americans on Medicare 
won't be able to get tests 
reimbursed through the 
federal insurance plan, but 
Medicaid and Children's 
Health Insurance Program 
plans are required to cover 
the cost of at-home tests 
fully. Those who are not 
on a covered insurance 
plan can receive free tests 
through the forthcoming 
federal website or from 


the most vulnerable peo- 
ple in the county," Bressler 
added. 


some local community 
centers and pharmacies.L) 


As Mardi Gras nears, 
New Orleans brings back 
mask mandate 


By KEVIN McGILL Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New Orleans will reinstitute an in- 
door mask mandate to fight the spread of COVID-19 
while readying for an influx of visitors for the Mardi Gras 
season, the city health director said Tuesday. 

Dr. Jennifer Avegno said the mandate takes effect 
Wednesday at 6 a.m. and will apply to participants in the 
annual Mardi Gras balls that take place in the city. 
Avegno said Louisiana's statewide coronavirus daily hos- 
pitalization numbers have grown in three weeks “by a 
factor of seven.” She said those cases have put a strain 
on hospitals, with emergency room waits as long as 12 
hours in some facilities. 

Growing numbers of coronavirus cases, driven by the 
omicron variant can affect treatment for people seeking 
treatment for other illnesses or injuries, Avegno said. 

And, while Avegno said she’s hoping cases will subside 
in coming weeks, she added hospitalizations and deaths 
show up weeks after cases are reported. That could 
mean continued pressure from coronavirus cases about 
the time emergency rooms face an annua uptick in pa- 
tient numbers as Mardi Gras nears and tourists, some of 


LOCATION ANTIGEN them overindulging in alcohol, flood the city. 
Paseo Herencia Approved for a Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, falls on March 1 this year. Ma- 
Mall next re-entry to results jor parades, which draw as many as a million locals and 
to TGIF the U.S. visitors to city streets, begin in the last two weeks of Febru- 

ary. 
OC The city already has a requirement that people show 
fa. proof of vaccinations or negative tests for entry into bars, 
Ce\ restaurants and numerous other venues. 

Mardi Gras in 2020 became what officials later realized 
rcR $75 VERY qo WALK IN! was an early Southern superspreader of COVID-19. Fes- 
nth Teg ohn me 0 ve 9 ct a tivities were largely canceled last year. This year, officials 


are determined to proceed with Mardi Gras events, while 
enforcing vaccine and testing requirements. 

The state health department said Tuesday that just over 
1,900 people were hospitalized with COVID-19 in Louisiana 
as of Monday, up from about 200 in mid-December.) 
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Bank of America slashes fees for account overdrafts 


By KEN SWEET 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Bank 
of America is slashing the 
amount it charges custom- 
ers when they spend more 
than they have in their ac- 
counts and plans to elimi- 
nate entirely its fees for 
bounced checks. 

It's the latest move by the 
nation's biggest banks to 
roll back the overdraft fees 
they long charged custom- 
ers, fees that often amount 
to hundreds of dollars a 
year for frequent overdraft 
users. 

The bank based in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, will 
cut the overdraft fees it 
charges customers to $10 
from $35 starting in May. 
It will also stop charging 
fees for non-sufficient funds 
— which are levied when 
it rejects a transaction — 
better known as bouncing 
a check. 

While checks are no longer 
widely used, NSF fees can 
come from automated 
payments like utility bills. 
Bank of America, the na- 
tion's second-largest bank, 
says roughly 25% of its 
overdraft/NSF fee revenue 
each year came from NSF 
fees. Overdraft fees typi- 
cally come when some- 
one makes a purchase on 
a debit card that exceeds 
the available cash in their 
account. 

Altogether, Bank of Ameri- 
ca estimates the steps will 
cut its overdraft-fee rev- 
enues by 97% from where 
they were in 2009, the year 
before it started taking in- 
cremental steps toward 
reining in overdraft-fee rev- 
enues. 

"This is the final step in the 
journey we've been on," 
said Holly O'Neill, president 
of retail banking at BofA, 
in an interview. "We have 
good financial solutions for 
clients without them having 
to rely on overdraft, but we 
will still have overdraft if it is 
needed." 

For years, it was com- 
mon that one large bank 
would increase the fee it 
was Charging for overdraft, 
which would cause other 
banks to respond in kind. It 
remains to be seen wheth- 
er the decision by BofA — a 
leader in the retail banking 


industry — to cut overdraft 
fees will pressure other 
banks to take similar mea- 
sures. 

The bank is also eliminat- 
ing two smaller fees as 
well. It will no longer allow 
customers fo overdraft 
their accounts at the ATM 
and will eliminate a $12 
fee it charged customers 
when the bank automati- 
cally moved money from 
one account to another 
to avoid an overdraft, of- 
ten moving money from a 
long-term savings account 
into the Customers’ primary 
checking. 

Overdraft has its origins in 
banks providing a service 
for a fee to customers who 
may have not balanced 
their checkbook correctly 
and wanted a bank to 
honor a purchase. But the 
widespread use of debit 
cards changed this cour- 
tesy into a routine source 
of revenue for banks. 

If a customer lacked funds 
in their account, a $5 cof- 
fee could end up costing 
$35 because of overdraft 
fees. 

Overdraft fees became lu- 
crative for the industry but 
at the same time made 
banks a target for consum- 
er advocates and regula- 
tors. After the financial cri- 
sis, Democrats put the Con- 
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau and other regula- 
tors in charge of reining in 
overdraft fee revenue. The 
CFPB under President Biden 
has decided to take an- 
other look at overdraft fee 
practices. 

"For many big banks, 
overdraft fees are still the 
steady, reliable, predict- 
able, easy revenue that 
shareholders love," said Ro- 
hit Chopra, the CFPB's di- 
rector, in December. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D- 
Massachusetts and a long- 
time critic of banking prac- 
tices like overdraft fees, 
called BofA's announce- 
ment "a step in the right di- 
rection" on Twitter. 

"Big banks should eliminate 
these fees altogether," 
Warren said. 

For years, BofA has slowly 
cut back on its overdraft 
fee practices. It got rid 
of overdraft fees tied to 
debit card purchases in 


2010 and created a check- 
ing account in 2014 that 
did not allow customers to 
overdraft. The SafeBalance 
account is now the bank's 
most commonly opened 
account. 

But BofA and the broader 
industry were not ready 
to get rid of overdraft fees 
altogether until recently. 
Many banks froze the fees 
they charged customers 
during the first year of the 
pandemic and __ industry 
still booked record profits. 
While overdraft fees fell for 
the first time in six years in 
2020, the industry still col- 
lected over $30 billion in 
fees from such practices 
that year. 

So starting in 2021, some 
larger banks started an- 
nouncing they were drop- 
ping overdraft fees entirely. 


Ally Bank, PNC, Santander 
and Capital One were 
among the bigger regional 
banks to effectively elimi- 
nate overdraft fees. JPM- 
organ Chase also eased its 
overdraft practicing, giving 
customers more leeway 
to go negative in their ac- 
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counts before fees would 
be charged. 

Bank of America will report 
its fourth-quarter results on 
Jan. 19, which will give in- 
vestors and the public a 
full-year view on how much 
the bank is still bringing in 
from fees like overdraft.) 
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Hospital helper nearly overlooks brother after NYC fire 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The man 
on the gurney looked so 
familiar, but in the commo- 
tion of a big-city emergen- 
cy room, Yusupha Jawara 
quickly turned his atten- 
tion back to other people 
seeking medical help at St. 
Barnabas Hospital. 

After a deadly blaze broke 
out at a Bronx apartment 
building, Jawara, who 
lives nearby, rushed to the 
scene and helped trans- 
port people to the hospital. 
But as Sunday wore on, his 
concern about his family 
began to grow. His brother 
Hagi did not answer the 
phone. Neither did his sis- 
ter-in-law. 

Then he thought back to 
that brief glance of the 
man whose hair and par- 
tially masked face looked 
so much like his brother. It 
couldn't be, he thought. 
Surely, his brother would 
have been safe on the 18th 
floor, far from the fire that 
started 15 stories below. 

"| was just helping the EMS 
transport one person to the 
hospital when | saw him — 
somebody similar like him 
— on a stretcher being 
brought to the ER," Jawara 
said Tuesday as his fam- 


ily began making funeral 
plans for their loved ones. 
"At that time, | didn't have 
the focus to know that it 
was him." 

Jawara's brother and sister- 
in-law, lsatou, were among 
the 17 people who died as 
they tried to flee through 
thick, suffocating smoke 
that rose through the stair- 
well of the 19-story tower. 
The victims of the the city's 
deadliest fire in more than 
three decades included 
eight children, three of 
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them from one family that 
tried to make it down to 
safety but perished in the 
smoke. 

Fire officials say a malfunc- 
tioning electric space heat- 
er started the blaze, which 
damaged only a small part 
of the building. But smoke 
engulfed the complex af- 
ter tenants fleeing the unit 
where the flames began 
left the apartment door 
open behind them in their 
hurry to escape. 
Spring-loaded hinges that 
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were supposed to shut the 
door automatically did 
not work. A second door 
also left open in a stairwell 
higher up acted as a flue, 
sucking smoke upward and 
blocking residents from es- 
caping. Among the dead 
were three children of Haja 
Dukuray and Haji Dukuray, 
originally from Gambia, ac- 
cording to Haji Dukuray, the 
uncle of Haja Dukuray. The 
uncle told The Associated 
Press he did not know if the 
children's parents survived. 


"This is a very close-knit 
community. We are pre- 
dominantly from one town 
in the Gambia called Alu- 
nghare, so we are all fam- 
ily," said Dukuray, who 
drove to the Bronx from his 
home in Delaware on Mon- 
day. "Most of the people 
here, we are all related in 
one way or the other." 
Many people in the build- 
ing were also members of 
the same congregation, he 
added, 'so it's like one big 
family." 

Gambia's president, Ada- 
ma Barrow, expressed "pro- 
found sadness" about the 
loss Of life. 

"We are keenly following 
the developments through 
our embassy in the United 
States," Barrow said as he 
extended condolences to 
the families of the dead 
and wished speedy recov- 
eries to those who were in- 
jured. 

Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro said the apartment's 
front door and a door on 
the 15th floor should have 
been self-closing and blunt- 
ed the spread of smoke, 
but the doors stayed fully 
open. It was not clear if the 
doors failed mechanically 
or if they had been manu- 
ally disabled. 1) 


Brrr! Some schools close as extreme cold grips US Northeast 


By MARK PRATT 

Associated Press 

A mass of arctic air swept 
into the Northeast on Tues- 
day, bringing bone-chilling 
sub-zero temperatures and 
closing schools across the 
region for the second time 
in less than a week. 
Schools in Massachusetts’ 
three largest cities — Bos- 
ton, Worcester and Spring- 
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field — canceled classes, 
saying they did not want 
children standing outside 
for extended periods of 
time waiting for buses. 

"There has been an_in- 
crease of covid with trans- 
portation personnel, which 
would result in buses run- 
ning up to 30 minutes late," 
according to a_ tweet 
from the Worcester public 


schools. "The safety of our 
students and staff are al- 
ways the focus of our de- 
cisions." Low temperatures 
can result in frostbite to ex- 
posed skin in as little as 30 
minutes, according to the 
National Weather Service. 
Syracuse, New York, Man- 
chester, New Hampshire, 
and Burlington, Vermont, 
were among communi- 
ties that also closed public 
schools. The closures came 
just a few days after many 
school closed because of 
snow Friday. 

The freezing temperatures 
were caused by a pock- 
et of cold air descend- 
ing from Canada, but the 
good news is that it is ex- 
pected to be a short-lived 
cold spell, said Bill Simpson, 
a meteorologist at the Na- 
tional Weather Service's 
Norton, Massachusetts, of- 
fice. "We're getting an arc- 


tic cold front with northwest 
flow, quickly switching to a 
southwest flow," he said, 
adding temperatures are 
expected to rise to around 
40 degrees Fahrenheit (4.5 
C) in the Boston area later 
in the week. Wind chill tem- 
peratures in areas near 
lakes Erie and Ontario in 
New York state were ex- 
pected to drop as low as 
minus 30 degrees Fahren- 
heit (minus 34 Celsius) by 
the afternoon. To make 
matters worse, parts of the 
state were expected to 
be hit with up to 2 feet (0.6 
meters) of lake-effect snow 
and winds gusting up to 40 
mph (64 kph). 

The high temperature in 
Vermont on Tuesday was 
expected to be several de- 
grees below zero in some 
areas with wind chills of up 
to minus 35 (minus 37 C). 

In New Hampshire, it was 


minus 26 degrees (minus 32 
C) atop Mount Washington 
— known for its weather ex- 
tremes — with a wind chill 
of nearly minus 72 (minus 58 
C) as of 8 a.m. That was ac- 
tually warmer than earlier in 
the morning. 

The Mount Washington Ob- 
servatory posted a photo 
on Facebook of a frozen 
plate of spaghetti support- 
ing a fork. 

Temperatures dropped 
into the single digits Fahren- 
heit in many areas of Mas- 
sachusetts, with the wind 
chill making it feel well be- 
low zero. The New Hamp- 
shire Department of Health 
and Human Services an- 
nounced Monday that four 
COVID-19 testing sites over- 
seen by the state would be 
closed Tuesday because 
of the cold. The sites are 
in Claremont, Manchester, 
Nashua and Newington.U) 
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Israeli PM: Omicron unstoppable but no need for ‘hysteria’ 
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By LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett on 
Tuesday tried to calm Israe- 
lis anxious about the rapid 
spread of the omicron vari- 
ant, insisting the govern- 
ment is managing the crisis 
better than most and ruling 
out a national shutdown. 
Bennett said during an eve- 
ning press conference that 
Israel was weathering an 
"unstoppable storm" of in- 
fection by protecting the 
most vulnerable people 
and keeping the economy 
open. He also called on 
people to take personal 
responsibility for protecting 
themselves, their children 
and older relatives. 

More than 400,000 vulner- 
able Israelis — mostly peo- 
ple over 60 — have gotten 
a fourth coronavirus vac- 
cination and hospitals are 
prepared for an influx of 
severe illness. Bennett ar- 
gued that these steps are 
evidence the situation is 
under control. 

"There's no place for panic. 


There's no place for hyste- 
ria. We will get through this 
together," Bennett — said, 
adding that the govern- 
ment is handling a once-in- 
a-lifetime crisis "in the right 
and responsible way." 

He spoke after a poll for Is- 
rael's Channel 12 showed 
nearly two-thirds of Israelis 
viewed the government's 


handling of the crisis poorly. 
Bennett has warned that 
between 2 million and 4 
million people among Isra- 
el's population of 9.4 million 
people are expected to be 
infected by the variant. 

On Tuesday, he said the 
government's focus is 
on keeping seniors safe 
through vaccines and re- 
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serving newly developed 
drugs for them. 

With massive lines clog- 
ging testing centers, he 
also urged people to avoid 
taking PCR tests unless they 
absolutely have to, so they 
can use them for the elder- 
ly. Instead, he recommena- 
ed that people try to use 
home antigen tests, which 


are seen as less accurate 
but ease the burden on 
testing centers. 

In Israel as in other coun- 
tries, the variant has shat- 
tered infection records 
but appears to cause less 
severe illness and death 
— especially among vac- 
cinated people. 

Pandemic policy has shift- 
ed dramatically in recent 
months, causing public 
confusion over airport pol- 
icy, testing, Qquarantines 
and whether and how to 
send kids to school. 
Bennett acknowledged 
that Israel is in the midst of 
an unstoppable wave. He 
said there is no democratic 
country that can stop this. 
"We are in a situation that 
happens once in an era, 
and we are managing it in 
the right and responsible 
way," he said, accusing his 
political opponents of try- 
ing to create "unjustified 
hysteria." 

"The situation in Israel is 
managed better than al- 
most all of the world," he 
added. "Look around."L) 


China locks down 3rd city, 


By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — A third Chi- 
nese city has locked down 
its residents because of a 
COVID-19 outbreak, rais- 
ing the number confined 
to their homes in China to 
about 20 million people. 
The lockdown of Anyang, 
home to 5.5 million people, 
was announced late Mon- 
day after two cases of the 
omicron variant were re- 
ported. Residents are not 
allowed to go out and 
stores have been ordered 
shut except those selling 
necessities. 

Another 13 million people 
have been locked down 
in Xi'an for nearly three 
weeks, and 1.1 million more 
in Yuzhou for more than a 
week. If wasn't clear how 
long the lockdown of Any- 
ang would last, as it was 
announced as a measure 
to facilitate mass testing of 
residents, which is standard 
procedure in China's strat- 
egy of identifying and iso- 
lating infected people as 
quickly as possible. 


The lockdowns are the 
broadest since the shut- 
ting down of Wuhan and 
most of the rest of Hubei 
province in early 2020 at 
the start of the pandemic. 
Since then, China's ap- 
proach has evolved into 
one of targeting smaller 
areas hit by outbreaks for 
lockdowns. 

The approach of the Winter 
Olympics, which open Feb. 
4 in Beijing, and the emer- 
gence of omicron have 
brought back citywide 
lockdowns in a bid to snuff 
out outbreaks and prevent 
them from spreading to 
other parts of China. 

A Beijing Olympics official 
responsible for disease 
control, Huang Chun, said 
organizers are counting on 
the cooperation of athletes 
and officials to prevent an 
outbreak that could affect 
participation. 

"If the mass cluster trans- 
mission happens, it will im- 
pact the Games and the 
schedule for sure," Huang 
said. "The worst scenario, if 
it happens, is independent 


raising affected to 20 million 


of man's will, so we leave 
our options open." 

In Hong Kong, city leader 
Carrie Lam announced the 
closure of kindergartens 
and primary schools after 
infections were reported 
in students. Schools are to 
close by Friday and remain 
shut until at least the Lunar 
New Year holiday in the first 
week of February. 

The semiautonomous Chi- 
nese city has tightened 
pandemic-related _ restric- 
tions in recent days after 
discovering the omicron 
variant had spread be- 
yond people arriving from 
overseas. 

The Anyang omicron cases 
are believed to be linked to 
two other cases found Sat- 
urday in Tianjin. It appears 
to be the first time omicron 
has spread in mainland 
China beyond people who 
arrived from abroad and 
their immediate contacts. 
Anyang is an important 
archeological site, the an- 
cient capital of the Shang 
dynasty and where the 
earliest Chinese writing has 


been found on what are 
called oracle bones. 

The city said that non-es- 
sential vehicles are banned 
from streets in a lockdown 
notice shared online by 
state media late Monday. 
The number of cases is still 
relatively low, with 58 new 
ones confirmed from the 
start of Monday to 8 a.m. 
Tuesday morning. 

Tianjin, a major port that is 
less than an hour from Bei- 
jing by high-speed rail, has 
locked down only affected 
areas as it carries out mass 
testing. As of noon Tuesday, 
97 people had tested posi- 
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tive in the city of 14 million 
people: 49 with symptoms, 
15 without symptoms and 
33 awaiting further verifica- 
tion. 

Xi'an and Yuzhou are both 
battling the delta variant 
and neither has reported 
any omicron cases. 

More than 2,000 people 
have been infected in Xi'an 
in China's largest outbreak 
since the initial one in Wu- 
han. The ancient capital is 
a popular tourist stop that 
is home to the Terracotta 
Warriors ruins and also a 
Samsung computer chip 
factory.) 
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Kremlin: Not much optimism after Russia-US talks on Ukraine 


By DASHA LITVINOVA and 
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — The 
Kremlin said Tuesday the 
security talks with the U.S. 
amid tensions over Ukraine 
have given little reason for 
optimism, adding that Rus- 
sia Would wait for the out- 
come of other meetings 
this week before deciding 
whether it's worth to con- 
tinue negotiations. 

The leader of the US. 
delegation at Monday's 
talks briefed allies in Brus- 
sels about the session and 
stressed the security cri- 
sis was "caused by Russia" 
and its troop buildup near 
Ukraine. At the Geneva 
talks, Moscow insisted on 
guarantees to halt NATO's 
eastward expansion and 
even roll back the military 
alliance's deployments 
in Eastern Europe, while 
Washington firmly rejected 
the demands as a nonstart- 
er. Kremlin sookesman Dmi- 
try Peskov noted that while 
the talks were "open, com- 
prehensive and direct," he 
emphasized that it's the re- 
sult that matters. 

"So far, let's say we see no 


significant reason for opti- 
mism," he said in a confer- 
ence call with reporters. 

The Geneva talks are be- 
ing followed by a round of 
Russia-NATO talks in Brus- 
sels on Wednesday and a 
meeting of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe in Vienna 
on Thursday. "There are still 
several rounds (of talks) 
ahead of us, which will al- 
low us to work out a clearer 
understanding, a _ clearer 
picture of where we stand 


with the Americans," Pes- 
kov said, adding that those 
discussions would  deter- 
mine whether it would 
make sense to continue 
the negotiations. 

He noted that Russia isn't 
setting any deadlines for 
the talks but wouldn't ac- 
cept dragging them out. 
Russian Foreign Minis- 
try spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova also empha- 
sized that Moscow expects 
a quick Washington's an- 
swer to its demands. 


Associated Press 


The negotiations were held 
amid soaring tensions over 
a Russian troop buildup 
near Ukraine's border that 
has stoked fears of a possi- 
ble invasion. Russia has de- 
nied it has plans to attack 
its neighbor but pressed 
for legal guarantees that 
NATO deny membership to 
Ukraine and other former 
Soviet Countries, as well as 
roll back the alliance's mili- 
tary deployments in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe. 

Russian President Vladimir 


Putin has warned that Mos- 
cow would take unspeci- 
fied "military-technical 
measures’ if the U.S. and its 
allies fail to meet the de- 
mands. Putin on Tuesday 
held a video call with mem- 
bers of his Security Council, 
saying in brief introductory 
remarks that he wanted to 
discuss unspecified issues 
related to security and in- 
frastructure in border areas. 
The U.S. and its allies have 
roundly rejected the de- 
mand for NATO not to ad- 
mit Ukraine or any other 
new members, emphasiz- 
ing that a key alliance prin- 
ciple is that membership 
is open to any qualifying 
country and no outsiders 
have veto power. At the 
same time, Washington 
and NATO say they are 
ready to discuss arms con- 
trol, — confidence-building 
measures, greater trans- 
parency and risk reduction 
if Russia takes a construc- 
tive stance. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Wendy Sherman, 
who led the U.S. delegation 
in Geneva, said she briefed 
the North Atlantic Council 
on the discussions. L] 


Russia: Infections could surge 6 times higher due to omicron 


By DASHA LITVINOVA 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — Rus- 
sian officials on Tuesday 
sounded the alarm about 
a looming surge of corona- 
virus infections due to the 
highly contagious omicron 
variant, but stopped short 
of announcing new restric- 
tions in a hard-hit country 
where very few limits are in 
place. 

Russia already has by far 
Europe's highest pandemic 
toll at over 317,000 dead. 
The warning on Tuesday 
comes just weeks after 
new infections and deaths 
in Russia began to decline 
following another record- 
breaking surge. 

Pessimistic estimates sug- 
gest that Russia might face 
six-figure numbers of daily 
new infections, according 
to Anna Popova, head of 
Russia's public health agen- 
cy Rospotrebnadzor. 
Experts already see indica- 


tions that the situation with 
the virus is worsening, Popo- 
va added infection rates in 
35 out of more than 80 Rus- 
sian regions are higher than 
the country's average. 

Russia this year has been 
reporting between 15,000 
and 18,000 new infections a 
day, compared to Decem- 
ber's rate of about 30,000 
daily cases. The country's 
state coronavirus task force 
has registered over 10.6 


Associated Press 


million confirmed infections 
and 317,618 deaths overall. 
Russia's state — statistics 
agency, which user broad- 
er counting criteria, puts 
the death toll much higher, 
saying the overall number 
of virus-linked deaths be- 
tween April 2020 and Octo- 
ber 2021 was over 625,000. 
Health officials have re- 
ported only 305 confirmed 
cases of omicron so far, 
but Russian Health Minister 


Mikhail Murashko said there 
have been cases of com- 
munity spread. Popova on 
Tuesday said the variant 
was registered in 13 Rus- 
sian regions, including the 
country's biggest cities of 


Moscow and St. Peters- 
burg. 
Moscow Mayor — Sergei 


Sobyanin said Tuesday that 
omicron is spreading fast in 
the Russian capital. 

"Within 7-10 days, | believe, 
we will be seeing a signifi- 
cant surge in infections," 
Sobyanin said, adding that 
the virus situation in Mos- 
cow might become even 
more "critical" that it was 
during previous surges. 
Moscow health officials re- 
ported 4,635 new cases of 
COVID-19 Tuesday, a toll 
almost twice as high as the 
previous day. Russia saw 
17,525 new infections on 
Tuesday up from 15,830 on 
Monday. 

Despite the warning signs, 


no new restrictions were an- 
nounced and it remained 
unclear if there are plans to 
introduce any. Russia had 
only one nationwide lock- 
down in 2020, and in Oc- 
tober many Russians were 
ordered to stay off work 
for a week amid a surge 
of infections and deaths, 
but generally the authori- 
ties have resisted shutting 
down businesses or impos- 
ing any tough restrictions. 
Russian lawmakers late last 
year introduced legislation 
restricting access to public 
places to those who have 
been vaccinated, recov- 
ered or medically exempt 
from getting a jab, but the 
law hasn't yet passed all 
three readings in parlia- 
ment. 

Similar restrictions already 
exist in some Russian re- 
gions, but are often loosely 
implemented. In others, 
they were relaxed ahead 
of the New Year holidays.) 
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Poland hits milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19 


By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
Poland has become the 
latest European nation to 
reach the sad milestone of 
100,000 deaths related to 
the coronavirus. 

Nearly a quarter of those 
deaths — some 24,000 — 
occurred in the most re- 
cent wave of infection that 
began in October, a peri- 
od in which vaccines have 
been widely available in 
the European Union nation 
of 38 million people. 

Health Minister Adam 
Niedzielski said Tuesday 
that 493 more people with 
COVID-19 had died, push- 
ing the overall pandemic 
death toll to 100,254 in the 
central European nation. 
The bleak marker comes 
as daily new _ infections 
have fallen following a 


peak in what officials call 
the country's "fourth wave" 
of COVID-19 driven by the 
delta variant. But with the 
omicron variant spread- 
ing, another large infection 
wave is looming. The first 
two deaths from omicron 
were reported Monday, 
both in elderly and unvac- 
cinated people. Niedzielski 
said over 18,000 COVID-19 
patients are hospitalized, 
making this "the most diffi- 
cult situation compared to 
other waves." 

Poland has struggled 
through the pandemic 
with a health care sector 
strapped by limited fund- 
ing and the emigration of 
many medical profession- 
als to Western Europe in the 
past two decades. 
According to OECD statis- 
tics, Poland is the EU nation 
with the lowest number of 


working doctors in propor- 
tion to its population — just 
2.4 to 1,000 inhabitants 
compared with 4.5 in Ger- 
many. Poland also has only 
5 nurses to 1,000 inhabit- 
ants, below the EU average 
of 8 and far below richer 
countries like Germany, 
which has 14. 

The vast majority of CO- 
VID-19 deaths in the last 
wave — 83% — are of 
unvaccinated people. 
Among people under 44, 
more than 90% of those 
who died were not vac- 
cinated. The vaccination 
rate in Poland is nearly 56% 
— a much lower rate than 
in the countries of western 
Europe but much _ higher 
than some other central 
European countries, like 
Bulgaria and Romania. 
Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki's government 


Romania pushes to add climate 
change education in schools 


By STEPHEN McGRATH 
Associated Press 
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— Romania's _ president 
wants to add sections on 
climate change and en- 
vironmental issues to the 
national school curriculum 
to enable students to learn 
more about the challenges 
the world faces from cli- 
mate change. 

President Klaus lohannis on 
Tuesday launched a public 
debate over a 141-page 
proposal and attended a 
meeting at the presiden- 
tial palace on it with Prime 
Minister Nicolae Cuica, Ro- 
mania's environment and 
education ministers, teach- 
ers, students and nongov- 
ernmental organizations. 
The report suggests increas- 
ing the amount of climate 
change and environmen- 
tal education that students 
receive, creating a nation- 
al network of 10,000 envi- 


ronmental ‘mini inspectors,’ 
supporting nature-based 
activities, and creating dig- 
ital learning materials on 
climate change. 
Longer-term goals in the 
report include improving 
the sustainability of school 
infrastructure and cutting 
schools’ carbon footprints 
in half by 2030. 

"Education is one of the 
pillars of improving the re- 
sponse to climate change, 
as education leads to 
changes in human behav- 
ior, in the sense of a greater 
responsibility to protect na- 
ture and the future of so- 
ciety as a whole,” lohannis 
said Tuesday. 

"What we want more than 
anything else is to pave the 
way for a change of mind- 
set ... we all want a clean, 
waste-free = environment," 
he added. Gabriel Paun, 
president of the environ- 
mental group Agent Green, 


welcomed the report and 
said it's of "utmost neces- 
sity." "Our generation has 
failed to save the climate 
but at least we can give the 
next one a chance to fight 
with the best available tool 
— which is education," he 
told The Associated Press. 
He said Romanian politi- 
cians now "lack ambition" 
in efforts to tackle climate 
change. According to the 
European Commission, 41% 
of Romania's Recovery and 
Resilience Plan funds from 
the EU — 29.2 billion euros 
($33.1 billion) — are allo- 
cated to "measures that 
support the green transi- 
tion," including phasing out 
coal power over the next 
decade. "Even though we 
still have a long way to go 
in the public consultation 
process ... the report pre- 
sented today allows us to 
start preparing now," said 
Cucia, the prime minister.) 


has sought to encourage 
vaccinations but is also up 
against fears and hesitancy 
among some in the popu- 
lation — and sometimes 
among the governing Law 
and Justice party's own 
supporters. 

In recent days, a school 
superintendent and _ party 


Associated Press 


loyalist in the province sur- 
rounding Krakow, Barbara 
Nowak, said she opposed 
making vaccines compul- 
sory for teachers, an idea 
supported by the health 
minister. She claimed that 
"the consequences of this 
experiment are not fully 
established."L] 


Taste limitless possibilities at Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box to create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eagle Beach is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners are able to interact with the staff and other 
guests alike throughout the evening. 


® joinusforan & 
unforgettable experience. 


See 


2 +297 280 88 69 
© www. infiniaruba.com 
9 J.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
 InfiniArubo 
© infiniorubo 
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For Don and Susan Hearn, 
Aruba has been a family 
tradition for almost 50 years 


EAGLE BEACH - There must be something special 
about Aruba that keeps the Hearn’s coming for almost 
50 years. And yes it’s the perfect weather, the beauti- 
ful beaches, the amazing restaurants, the hospitality 
of its people, the resort and most important their fam- 
ily. 


Don and Susan Hearn are from Canada. Their love 
for Aruba started since 1973. It was love at first site. 
They fell in love with it and have been coming ever 
since during Christmas time and other times for over 
56 times. The first 15 years they stayed at the Man- 
chebo Beach Resort, Talk of the Town, Tamarijn and 
when they started building La Quinta Beach Resort 
they purchased a timeshare during pre-construction 
in 1988 and moved in the next year and have been 
there ever since. 


La Quinta is simply their home away from home. The 
resort has seen their entire family grow. From their sons 
who have been coming since 1978. After their sons 
married, their wives started coming and off course 
the Grandchildren couldn't have been left behind. 
They love the peacefulness they find at the resort and 
the many familiar faces they see each year again. 
Strangers who've became more like friends and fam- 
ily throughout the years. 50 years of unforgettable 
memories. 


Another special bond they have to La Quinta is the 
many years of friendship with our current Minister of 
Integrity, Nature, Transport and Elderly Care, Mr. Ur- 
sell Arends. They are so proud of seeing Ursell grow 
into this fine gentleman and all that he has accom- 
plished. Whenever they are here Ursell never misses 
the chance to pass by and spend quality time with 
them. 


Last year they couldn’t come due to Covid, but this 
year nothing was going to stop their family tradition 
from coming to their beloved island. There were lots of 
travel procedures and protocols to follow and despite 
arriving here on Christmas day, they found the whole 
process went by smoothly. Despite the increase in 
numbers they still feel very safe being here. Protocols 
are in place and they avoided crowded places and 
ate at restaurants who offered outdoor dining. 


This year was another special one, since Grandma 
Susan's celebrated her 75th Birthday. She had many 
birthday celebrations and this one was a very happy 
one. January is a busy birthday month for the Hearns. 
Grandma is January 2nd, son Donald, January 6th 
and Grandson Conner, January 12th. The entire fam- 
ily is looking forward in continuing this family tradition 
for many years fo come. 


To the Hearn’s vacationing in Aruba is all about qual- 
ity family time, infinite memories, good company and 
the best life has to offer. 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


The Kitchen Table enters seventh year of gastronomy with raving reviews: 
“The devil is in the details; we are in praise.” 


EAGLE BEACH — While in Aruba 
do yourself a favor and expe- 
rience a night at The Kitchen 
Table. This is an elegant, classy, 
intimate, high-quality restau- 
rant with an exceptional dining 
set-up. Dining here is an experi- 
ence, a kind of sitting- at your- 
best- friend’s or family’s kitchen 
table where you feel and taste 
that the food contains love. The 
extra mile the owners and staff 
go has everything to do with 
running this lovely restaurant in a 
sincere, authentic way. In Span- 
ish they say: ‘Mi casa es tu casa’ 
meaning my house is your house 
and that describes exactly what 
you will feel during a night at The 
Kitchen Table. 


The 8-course ecstatic food trip 
starts with a warm welcome 
and sparkling wine at the patio 
of The Kitchen Table’s new lo- 
cation at Paradise Beach Villas 
as of 6.00PM. The chef’s table 
concept is happening on the 
second floor of the owners ‘res- 
taurant Asi Es Mi Peru, another 
highly recommended establish- 
ment. But we are here now to 
guide you through the concept 
of The Kitchen Table, so let’s go. 
Taking you upstairs is literally 
taking you into an ambiance 
of warmth, coziness, classic el- 
egance, and intimacy. You are 
treated like queen and king 
while sitting in noble chairs at a 


huge table. Owners Roxanna Sa- 


linas and Jan van Nes are warm 
and welcoming hosts and Chef 
David Lizano and Sous-Chef Xal- 
sky Schwengle enthusiastically 
share their deep knowledge of 
the beautiful dishes that will be 
presented to you. Get ready to 
dive into the tastebuds tickling 
journey to the Caribbean, Pe- 
ruvian and international cuisine. 
To pair the perfect wines three 
sommel}liers were invited to make 
the selection. 


Table full foodies 

The restaurant just got its new 
menu out, so this is the time to 
reserve your spot at the table. A 
Caribbean Peruvian Snack Trio 
is the enchanting first appetizer 
existing of a Chicken Empana- 
da, Crab & Shrimp Eggroll and 
a Cucumber & Tuna Nikkei. This 
is paired with a delicate Ruffino 
Ovieto (Italy), just perfect. Taking 
us to the next round we are pre- 
sented a Mahi Mahi Tartare, de- 
licious and combined with the 
Spanish Santiago Ruiz Albarino, 
we are inheaven. What follows is 
a personal favorite, the Beef Tat- 
aki with Quinoa accompanied 
by La Fage, Miraflores Rose wine 
from France. This is an amazing 
dish. In between the courses 
the owner and chef explain 
about the ingredients, prepara- 


tion, and origins of the dishes in 
turns, it is truly an interesting and 
exciting presentation. The Pe- 
ruvian Red Snapper Casserole 
is a surprising, wonderful tasting 
and in complete balance with 
the USA Cline Viognier from So- 
noma Coast. My American-Ec- 
vadorian neighbor was thrilled 
with this dish and who would be 
a better judge than she, after all 
she is from the region. The guests 
are clearly having a good time 
and we are in awe so far. The 
Kitchen Table builds this evening 
in an upward trend, and we pro- 
ceed with Scallops and Shrimps 
within a Risotto of green Peas 
Puree with a foam of Coconut 
Milk Sauce. A mouth-melting ex- 
perience and added to the cu- 
linary joy is a USA wine from Yolo 
County, Phantom Chardonnay. 
From the Caribbean, Peru we 
travel to Argentina presented 
to us with a Veal in her Jus and 
paired with a beautiful Lunta 
Malbec. There is no great din- 
ner without a sweet goodbye 
and The Kitchen Table makes 
sure that you will not forget them 
by signing off with a fantastic 
dessert: Mango popsicle and 
a Three-layered Cheesecake 
together with a Portuguese Os- 
borne Port. We asked a couple 
from New York how they liked 
the experience: “The devil is in 


the details; every tiny part here 
is balanced, and savors are 
matched in an unmatched way. 
We are in praise.” 


The secret formula 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Sa- 
linas and her husband Jan van 
Nes are the secret formula be- 
hind The Kitchen Table’s success. 
You can tell making the custom- 
ers happy is their main priority. 
The couple takes a personal ap- 
proach to what they do, this is 
not about running a business as 
usual. This is more about mak- 
ing you feel welcomed home, 
as well as being pampered. 
They bring top hospitality, expe- 
rience and authenticity to the 
table. Within this gourmet din- 
ner concept the two blended 
the Peruvian culinary art of Rox- 
anna’s top kitchen team and 
Jan’s expertise from The Kitchen 
Table. The result is one big trip 
of delight, indulge and tickling 
of your taste buds. The Kitchen 
Table welcomes you with open 
arms every Tuesday to Saturday. 
An evening at The Kitchen Table 
will be noted as unforgettable in 
your book of vacation memo- 
ries, as it stands out from the reg- 
ular island dinners. 


The Kitchen Table is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday. Have a 
peak on their website www. 
thekitchentableinaruba.com or 
call them at +297-280 7117.) 
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Age for booster shot is now 30+ 


ORANJESTAD —- The Department of Public Health (DVG) has announced that the mini- 
mum age required for the booster shot is 30+ starting January 11, 2022. 


To get the booster shot, the person age 30 and up must have received the second vac- 
cine over three months ago or had covid over three months ago. 

The first and second vaccine and the booster shots are available at the Centro Liberta- 
dor Betico Croes located in Santa Cruz. Since January 11, it is also available at the Op- 
erational Mobile Unit of the Crisis Management Office located at IMSan in San Nicolas. 
Both locations are open for vaccines from 8 am to 3 pm from Monday to Friday.) 


Quarantine policy adapted 


ORANJESTAD - Since January 7, 2022, the Crisis Team has adapted the quarantine and 
isolation policy. 


Since December 30, 2021, the isolation and quarantine policies have changed to 5 
days if the individuals have no symptoms. As of January 7, 2022, they introduced the 
exception for those in quarantine who live under the same roof as someone who tested 
positive. 


There are now two exceptions; 
1. If you have received the booster shot, there is no need to quarantine 
2. If you contracted COVID in the past four weeks, you should not quarantine either. 


The Crisis Team wants to remind everyone about the current safety protocols: 

¢ Once a person receives a positive SARS-CoV-2 test result, the person should isolate 
for five days starting on the date of receiving the test result. This is to prevent direct 
contact with others in the same house. 

e If the infected person still has symptoms after five days, he or she should remain in 
isolation until they no longer have any Covid related symptoms. 

¢ You must complete the form once 24 hours have passed without symptoms. 


All others living under the same roof, except for those mentioned above, should quar- 
antine for five days starting on the last day of direct contact with an infected person 
and should also wear a face mask at all times at home. The protocols for isolation and 
quarantine are included in the email the DVG sends to all who tested positive. The DVG 
will no longer contact anyone in isolation or quarantine at home. 


The DVG urges everyone to complete the form sent by email to inform them about the 
names of those who reside under the same roof and must quarantine.) 
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Stellaris Casino 
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SCAN THE QR CODE TO PURCHASE 
YOUR BINGO CARD INSTANTLY 
www.stellariscasino.com @ 


‘Your Point of View’ 
By Philip Ellerin MD from Lynnfield MA 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today encourages you to share 
your opinion with our readers through our newest col- 
umn ‘Your Point of view’. 


Was there a certain situation that you think might have 
been handled differently? Or perhaps a really nice ex- 
perience you went through? Maybe you want to just 
let our readers know how your overall experience was 
on the island while vacationing here despite the cri- 
sis. Let’s exchange ideas and experiences related to 
Aruba. 


Send us ‘Your Point of View’ with your name and where 
you are from to news@arubatoday.com. 

PS. Article will be screened prior to publication. No def- 
amation of people or businesses will be allowed. Only 
constructive criticism/feedback. 


For today we received a great message from Philip El- 
lerin MD from Lynnfield MA. 
He wrote: 


“The Eagle Pharmacy here in Oranjestad is remark- 
able. | have had the opportunity of visiting the phar- 
macy on a number of occasions “unfortunately” but 
have found it to be streamlined and efficient on alll 
visits. The personnel are welcoming and attentive and 
go out of their way to help.Their system should be a 
training ground for other countries.” L) 


New prices for petroleum 
products January 12, 2022 


ORANJESTAD - The Minister Economic Affairs, Commu- 
nications and Sustainable Development announces the 
adjusted prices for petroleum products starting January 
12, 2022: 


Gasoline unleaded-premium : 230,6 cent p/ltr. (- 8,4 cent) 
Gasoil LS :195,0 cent p/Itr. (- 7,3 cent) 
Kerosene :177,7 cent p/Itr. (- 6,1 cent) 


BBO(turnover tax)/BAZV(Health tax)/BAVP is included in 
the prices. L) 
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Millennial Money: How to have the wedding you want for less 
\ lets 


By SARA RATHNER 
of NerdWallet undefined 
This one goes out to alll 
you lovebirds who got en- 
gaged over the holidays 
and are now left planning 
a wedding with zero event- 
planning experience. 
Somehow you're expected 
to craft a day that's tradi- 
tional, yet modern. Well- 
attended, yet intimate. It's 
about you as a couple, but 
also shouldn't be offensive 
to any of your guests. And 
most crucially, don't over- 
spend, but make sure it 
looks expensive. 
If you focus your spend- 
ing on what you and your 
guests will actually notice, 
and skip expensive things 
no one really cares about, 
you'll have a_ beautiful 
wedding without the debt. 
ESTABLISH YOUR BUDGET 
Before you plan anything, 
set a budget based on 
what you (and your fami- 
lies, if they're contributing) 
can afford. Make every 
decision with that number 
in mind, whether it's $250, 
$5,000 or $50,000. 
Atits core, a wedding is sim- 
ply "a celebration of love," 
says Jen Glantz, founder of 
the company Bridesmaid 
for Hire and an email news- 
letter called The First Years 
of Marriage. "In that cele- 
bration, there are no rules. 
. Look at your wedding 
as a blank slate, an empty 
room. What do you want to 


fill it with? What can you af- 
ford to fill it withe" 
REEVALUATE TRADITIONAL 
"MUST-HAVES' 

"This is the biggest thing 
| have to tell everybody 
when they plan a wed- 
ding: You don't need any- 
thing at your wedding to 
get married," Glantz says. 
"If you don't want a cake, 
don't have a cake. If you 
don't want to wear a dress 
or a tuxedo, don't." 

Here are some other ways 
to save. 

— DECOR: Guests remem- 
ber the overall vibe, not 
the tiny details. "People at 
weddings are busy," Glantz 
says. "And when you're 
busy, you don't see things." 
Save on decor by renting 
it or scouring Buy Nothing 
groups on social media. 
Already-married friends 
may have leftover items 
they'd be happy to lend or 
pass along. There are even 


Associated Press 
services where you can 
share flowers with another 
couple getting married the 
same week. 

— TRANSPORTATION: 
"We're locked into this idea 
that the big stretch limo 
will get you to the church 
or get you to the venue," 
says Sheavonne — Harris, 
owner and lead coordi- 
nator at Events by Sheav- 
onne in New York City. But 
your guests will be seated 
inside when you arrive, so 
that car won't be a part of 
your grand entrance. Car 
services also require you to 
book for a minimum num- 
ber of hours, according to 
Harris, so you'll end up pay- 
ing for time you don't use. 
She recommends booking 
a ride-hailing service — yes, 
just like when you need a 
ride to the airport. 

— INVITATIONS, PROGRAMS 
AND MENUS: All those pa- 
per items you painstakingly 


select are going to go in 
the trash. Programs get left 
on chairs after the ceremo- 
ny, and menus get tucked 
under plates after a quick 
scan. Even your invitations 
will get only a few months 
on guests' refrigerators be- 
fore they head to the land- 
fill. "They just tossed a $10 
bill into the garbage," Harris 
says. If you want the tradi- 
tion of paper for a lower 
cost, skip the menus and 
programs. You can also 
find gorgeous paper invi- 
tations at certain online re- 
tailers for a fraction of the 
price. Many of these print- 
ing companies offer sea- 
sonal sales, too. 

— PARTY FAVORS: Please, 
let 2022 be the year we 
cancel party favors. Guests 
leave them behind, and 
you'll be stuck with 75 per- 
sonalized beer koozies for 
the rest of your life. 

SPEND ON WHAT GETS NO- 
TICED 

— PHOTOGRAPHY: Long af- 
ter your wedding, the only 
things you'll be left with are 
memories and pictures. This 
is not the task to assign to 
that cousin who took a few 
photography classes in col- 
lege. 

"If you want to put money 
into something, put it into 
photography," Harris says. 
"With photography, you 
definitely get what you pay 
for." 

— THE GUEST EXPERIENCE: 


Both Glantz and Harris rec- 
ommend paying attention 
to weddings you attend 
as a guest before your 
own big day. What made 
you feel welcome? Guests 
won't remember that you 
got married in a_ pictur- 
esque historic mansion, 
but they will remember if 
that mansion had only one 
bathroom with a 20-minute 
line to use it. Cut expens- 
es elsewhere to focus on 
food, drink, entertainment 
and guest comfort. 

— PROFESSIONAL  VEN- 
DORS: Hiring a friend or do- 
ing a task yourself might feel 
like a money-saving move. 
Harris cautions that unlike 
a professional vendor, your 
friend likely won't have a 
backup plan for when the 
flower order is late or the 
sound equipment is on the 
fritz. And booking a pro at 
the last minute because 
that friend backs out will 
end up costing you even 
more. 
USE 
CARDS 
Many self-employed ven- 
dors don't accept credit 
cards, but whenever possi- 
ble, pay for wedding costs 
with a rewards credit card. 
Not only can you earn 
cash back or travel re- 
wards (hello, discounted 
honeymcoon!), but should a 
vendor not honor its com- 
mitment to you, you can 
dispute charges.L) 


REWARDS ~— CREDIT 


Outbreaks, bottlenecks expected to 
slow global growth in ‘22 


By PAUL WISEMAN 

AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank is downgrad- 
ing its outlook for the global 
economy, blaming con- 
tinuing outbreaks of CO- 
VID-19, a reduction in gov- 
ernment economic support 
and ongoing bottlenecks in 
global supply chains. 

The 189-country, — anti- 
poverty agency forecasts 
worldwide economic 
growth of 4.1% this year, 
down from the 4.3% growth 
it was forecasting last June. 
It's also down from the 5.5% 
expansion it estimates the 
global economy tallied in 
2021. 


In its Global Economic Pros- 
pects report out Tuesday, 
the World Bank projects 
that the U.S. economy will 
grow 3.7% this year, down 
from 5.6% in 2021. It expects 
China, the world's second- 
biggest economy, to see 
growth decelerate to 5.1% 
in 2022 from 8% last year. 
The 19 European countries 
that share the euro curren- 
cy are expected to collec- 
tively grow 4.2% this year, 
down from 5.2% in 2021. 
And Japan is forecast to 
register 2.9% growth in 2022, 
up from 1.7% last year. 
Emerging and developing 
economies are forecast to 
collectively grow 4.6% this 


year, down from 6.3% in 
2021. 

The arrival of COVID-19 in 
early 2020 slammed glob- 
al economic output. The 
world economy shrank by 
3.4% in 2020. Massive relief 
provided by governments 
and super-low interest rates 
engineered by central 
banks — and eventually 
the rollout of vaccines — 
triggered an unexpectedly 
strong recovery last year. 
But the speed of the re- 
bound caught businesses 
by surprise. They have 
scrambled to find raw ma- 
terials and supplies to meet 
customer demand and 
the ships, trains and trucks 


to transport them. Espe- 
cially in the United States, 
they have struggled to find 
workers to fill job openings. 
One result has been the 


highest global inflation 
rates since 2008. Central 
banks are now reducing 
their support for economic 
growth and_ considered 
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raising interest rates to 
combat higher prices. 

"The world economy is si- 
multaneously facing CO- 
VID-19, inflation, and policy 
uncertainty, with govern- 
ment spending and mon- 
etary policies in uncharted 
territory," World Bank Presi- 
dent David Malpass said.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 38Fhysics 
1 Some bits 
adoptees 39 Bengal 
5 Snaps heast an 
9 Enjoyed 40 Heart 


avidly 41 Nuisance 
11 Discover 


12 Igneminy 
13 Busy 
14 “My 
country — 
of thee” 
15 Give 
orders 
17 Artist's 
overlay 
19 Approval 
20 Takes 
aback 
21 River 
blocker 
22 Hack- 
neyed 
24 Chiding 
sound 
26 Some 
invest- 
ments 
29 Singer 
Rawls 
30 Having a 
will 
32 Copy 
34 Painter 
Ernst 
35 Classical 
tongue 
36 Furning 
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Yesterday's answer 


10 Bookish 25Beau 
sort 27 impair 

11 Backgam- 28 Declares 
mon need 29 Fragrant 
flower 

30 Works 
leather 


DOWN 
1 Elbows 
on the 
table 
2 Morality 
topic 
3 China buy 16 "You're on!” 


18 Walrus 
feature 


4 Bottom- 
line figure 
5 Milk buy 21Carscar 31 Bring to 


6 Scaly pet 23 Blow bear 

7 Usual one's top 33 Waich 
practice 24 Popular reading 

8 Haste Soup 37 Tear 
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Yesterday's Crvptuquote: THE AREAT ART TO 
LEARN MUCH IS 10) UNBDERTART A LITTLE ADA 
TIME. — JOHN LOCKE 


Ford Maverick, Bronco win truck, utility 
of the year awards 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — For the 
second year in a row, ve- 
hicles from Ford Motor Co. 
took two of the three North 
American Car, Truck and 
Utility of the Year awards. 
The company's Maverick 
compact pickup won truck 
of the year, while its Bronco 
off-road SUV earned the 
utility of the year. Honda's 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Garden view $42,500 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 

3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $16,500 

Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 


agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 
stephanier@conciergerealty.com 
888-888-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Stephanie Reidel 
www facebook com/groups/MarriottArubaSurtl 


www facebook com/groups/Mamiotthruba/Ocean 


redesigned Civic compact 
car won the car of the 
year. 

Fifty automotive journalists 
from the U.S. and Canada 
are judges for the three 
awards, which are an- 
nounced every January. 
They're chosen from doz- 
ens of candidates and 
must be new or substan- 
tially changed for the cur- 
rent model year. AUtomak- 
ers often use the awards in 
advertising. 

The judges evaluate final- 
ists on value, innovation, 
design, performance, safe- 
ty, technology and driver 
satisfaction. The selection 
process started last sum- 
mer. 

In addition to the Bronco, 
Utility of the Year finalists 
included the GV70 from 
Hyundai's Genesis luxury 
brand, and the Hyundai lo- 
niq 5 electric SUV. 

Truck finalists included the 
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Maverick as well as its main 
small pickup competitor, 
the Hyundai Santa Cruz. 
Also included was the Riv- 
ian RIT pickup from the 
electric vehicle startup. 

In addition to the Civic, car 
finalists included the Lucid 
Air electric sedan, and the 
Volkswagen Golf GTland R 
sports cars. 

Fully electric vehicles were 
finalists in all three catego- 
ries this year, but judges 
picked gas-powered or 
gas-electric hybrid vehi- 
cles. 

Guidehouse Insights E-Mo- 
bility Principal Analyst Sam 
Abuelsamid, who is not 
among the jurors, said it's 
likely the more affordable 
prices of the Civic and 
Maverick appealed to the 
group. 

The Maverick, with a hy- 
brid powertrain, starts at 
$19,995, while the Civic's 
base price is $22,350. L] 


Time Share Resales + Realty 

Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 

For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 

For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
Pick-up & Delivery 


i +297 565-9535 
WWW. PLEASUREINARUBASSey mma 


Classifieds 


HTTA 

Are you Serios about selling 
Your Time - Share or Condo ? 
Contact: Halley Time Travel 
Aruba 

36 Yeaes doing honest business 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK# 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio WK #1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio WK # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK #1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

25 weeks remain on each 
Price :$17 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

1 BR WK #3,4,5 room #4226 
25 weeks remain $9 K each 

2 BR WK 4 room # 2359/2360 
25 weeks remain $17 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR WK # 3 room # 4215/4216 
23 weeks remain $17 K 

1 BR WK #5 room # 2321 

30 weeks remain $ 9 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Studio WK # 5 room # 8105 
15 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio WK # 6 room # 6202 
16 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK #7 room # 338 C 
Pool/ Ocean View 

Saturday check in 

Price: $11K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle resort 

Eagle beach 

1 BR WK # 2 room # 2579 

1 BR WK # 3 and 4 room # 3556 
Price :$8 K each 

2 BR WK # 2,3,4 room # 3508 
Price : $18 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR WK 5 and 6 room # 1550 
Ground floor next pool 

Price :$ 20 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK 1 room # 2522 
Harbor / Ocean view 

Price :$10K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $ 16 K 
2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $18K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 25 K 
3 BR Ocean View $ 28 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Private Island Tours 

Mini Bus 

A/C nice and fun tours $55 per 

hour minimun 5 person call now 

at 00297 7312727 T.U. Tours 
214947 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $ 11K 

1 BR Ocean Front $ 13K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 28 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at TDS 

Tierra Del Sol 

Comunity gate 

3 BR 2 1/2 bath 

Ocean view with garage 
Price :450 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at Gold Coast 
Comunity gate 

2 BR 2 Bath $280 K 

3 BR 3 Bath $480 K 


2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385 K 


Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

2 BR 2 Bath Ocean View 
5 min walk to the ocean 
Price : $327 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale Fixer upper 
Savaneta near Zee rover 

4 BR, 3 Bath ocean view 
1330mz2 lease land 

5 min walk to the ocean 
Price :$280 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


TSDAY _*|BeNDA 
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HTTA 
For Rent 
Divi Village Golf 
2 bedroom sleep 8 
Date :14 Jan to 21 Jan 2021 
Price : $ 1800 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214944 


For Sale 
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view, 
Deluxe studios, sleep 4 
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000 
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000 
Call 646 541 8726 USA 
Idankberg@nyc.rr.com 
214942 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 


214832 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


(Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
\Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


oll f 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Special rescues help ailing owners find pets' next home 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Who will 
take your pet when you 
die? 

The question often doesn't 
have an easy answer, es- 
pecially for ill or older peo- 
ple headed to residential 
nursing care or assisted liv- 
ing. During the pandemic, 
specialized rescue, advo- 
cacy and adoption servic- 
es run by volunteers are try- 
ing to fill the void, one pet 
ata time. 

Leaders in the small move- 
ment said the past couple 
of years have opened the 
eyes of many. 

"The thing about COVID is a 
lot of people are thinking, | 
can't be guaranteed to be 
around forever. A lot more 
people are trying to make 
plans in advance, which 
is the best thing to do be- 
cause unfortunately, a lot 
of people wait until they're 
in hospice or there's a des- 
perate situation," said Amy 
Shever, founder and direc- 
tor of 2nd Chance 4 Pets 
in suburban Sacramento, 
California. 

The number of pets surren- 
dered to shelters due to 
caretaker health or death 
is up from 7.3% in 2009 to 
10.2% during the pandem- 
ic, according to the Best 
Friends Network of thou- 
sands of public and private 
shelters, rescue groups and 
other animal welfare orga- 
nizations in all 50 states. 
The pets of seniors are of- 
ten seniors themselves, lan- 
guishing in shelters or the 
first to be euthanized after 
they're declared unadopt- 
able, Shever said. They're 
routinely given up by rela- 
tives who can't take in a 
dog or cat. The life spans of 
other pets, such as parrots, 
are far longer, which some- 
times scares off loved ones. 
Shever's focus is educat- 
ing veterinarians and shel- 
ters on how they can get 
involved. Her organization 
also tries to help pet own- 
ers in need of direction. She 
urges owners to identify a 
committed caregiver, pro- 
vide written instructions for 
a pet's routine and put a 
financial plan in place. Her 
group has distributed thou- 
sands of emergency-card 
door hangers, for instance, 


to pet food banks and ani- 
mal welfare organizations 
so Owners can make their 
wishes known. 

Another organization, Pet 
Peace of Mind, works di- 
rectly with about 250 hos- 
pices around the country 
to provide and train volun- 
teers who care for pets of 
the seriously and terminally 
ill, said Dianne McGill, the 
president and founder in 
Salem, Oregon. Most of 
the hospices are providing 
home services, where pets 
are often giving comfort 
and support. 

"These specialty volunteers 
bring pet care knowledge 
with them so they can do 
whatever is needed to 
help," she said. "So they're 
walking, feeding, playing, 
cleaning up or helping to 
arrange a plan for rehom- 
ing." 

While providing pet care 
or adoption services often 
isn't top of mind for social 
workers or nurses, it's a huge 
emotional driving force for 
patients and loved ones liv- 
ing far away, McGill said. 
"Care workers hear about 
the issues from family mem- 
bers," she said. "They say, 
my mom is really, really 
upset about what's going 
to happen to her pet. | live 
out of state. | can't help 
her. How do we get some 
pet care in place while 
she's navigating her end- 
of-life journey or when she 
passes?" 

"I've got a million stories 
about patients who literally 
hung on until they heard 


that their pet had received 
a new home," McGill said. 
Enter angels-on-earth like 
79-year-old Kathy Reister. 
She adopted a 12-year-old 
Chihuahua named Jack- 
son with the help of Ty- 
son's Place Animal Rescue 
in Holland, Michigan. The 
nonprofit helps people with 
terminal illnesses find new 
homes for their pets. Reister, 
who has been diagnosed 
with congestive heart fail- 
ure, had recently lost her 
own dog and was having 
a hard time at home alone 
when she took in Jackson 
last August. 

"I've never been without a 
dog since about 1965," said 
the widow. "His previous 
owner had passed away." 
Soon after, Jackson was 
also diagnosed with con- 
gestive heart failure, and 
Tyson's Place stepped in 
with a grant to help Reister 
cover his medical bills. She 
promised to return him to 
the agency for rehoming 
should her health take a 
turn for the worse. 

"Having him has_ really 
heloed me want to con- 
tinue to live and keep fight- 
ing," said Reister, of Grand- 
ville, Michigan. "I started 
walking one block down 
and one block back home 
with him. Now we walk at 
least 20, 25 minutes a day. 
He needs to walk and | 
need to walk. He's made 
such a big difference in my 
life." 

Caitlin Koska, 31, and Mi- 
chael White, 34, in Ypsi- 
lanti, Michigan, included 


14-year-old Luna in their 
May 1 wedding after Koska 
adopted her through Ty- 
son's Place around Thanks- 
giving 2020. Luna, also a 
Chihuahua, was their ring 
bearer. 

"Her owner had gone into 
a nursing home and could 
no longer take care of her,” 
Koska said. "She has a lot 
of dental issues, cataracts 
and very poor hearing. 
She's just the sweetest dog. 
Everybody who knows her 
loves her." 

Jill Bannink-Albrecht found- 
ed Tyson's Place about six 
years ago. It services the 
entire state of Michigan, 
working directly with a pet 
owner before rehoming 
becomes an urgent mat- 
ter, or with family members 
after a death, using a small 
network of foster homes. 
For Koska, Tyson's Place 
took care of extensive den- 
tal work for Luna before she 
was adopted. 

"| used to work for a high-kill 
animal shelter, and | knew 
what happened to the 
old dogs when they came 
in. | remember one dog 
who animal control liter- 
ally picked up from the side 
of his dead owner's body, 
and he didn't even have 
an opportunity to be ad- 
opted. He was put to sleep 
because we didn't have 
space," Bannink-Albrecht 
said. 

Now, hospices and social 
workers refer patients to Ty- 
son's Place. Bannink-Albre- 
cht is struggling to expand 
her foster reach. 


"| just can't meet the de- 
mand for this kind of ser- 
vice, especially when_ it 
comes to cats," she said. 
"In the last two months, 
I've turned away 40 cats 
that meet our mission just 
because we don't have a 
place to put them." 
Bannink-Albrecht knows of 
just a few other rescues like 
hers. One, in Canada, also 
needs help. 

Angela Rafuse, 27, in Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia, founded 
My Grandfather's Cat on 
May 18, her grandfather's 
birthday. He died in 2019 
and left behind his grumpy 
14-year-old cat, Macken- 
zie. 

"She was my grandmother's 
best friend and when she 
passed away, my grandfa- 
ther took care of her for the 
next year before he passed 
away," Rafuse said. "He 
wouldn't put his name on 
the list for a nursing home 
knowing nobody would 
take the cat, who has the 
grumpiest meow I've ever 
heard." 

Rafuse promised her 
grandfather she would 
take Mackenzie. She be- 
gan posting TikTok videos of 
their adventures. One vid- 
eo, of Mackenzie scratch- 
ing Rafuse's face as she 
held her up to the camera, 
has been viewed nearly a 
million times. 

"Then so many people start- 
ed sharing stories with us 
about how their grandpar- 
ents' cats ended up in shel- 
ters and how their grand- 
parents worry about what 
will happen to their cats or 
their dogs because there's 
nowhere to take them," 
Rafuse said. "I've worked 
at a nonprofit for the past 
four years so | thought, it 
should be pretty easy to 
find resources to help these 
people. Nothing existed 
that empowered a senior 
and helped them arrange 
this and empowered their 
family. Everything was just 
shelters." 

After she launched, emails 
asking for help and offering 
donations rolled in, but she 
didn't have enough foster 
homes to meet demand. 
She's working to expand. 
One of Rafuse's goals is to 
help keep a pet at home 
until the final moment.) 


By JIMMY GOLEN 

AP Sports Writer 

John Shuster won't be 
catching anyone by  sur- 
prise at these Olympics. 
The five-time Olympian is 
back to defend his curling 
gold medal in Beijing, and 
the target on his back will 
be almost as big as the one 
on the ice. Four years after 
surviving five straight elimi- 
nation matches to win it all 
in Pyeongchang the Ameri- 
cans are among the favor- 
ites to medal again. 

"| definitely feel less pres- 
sure," Shuster said after his 
victory in the U.S. curling 
trials. "The success last time 
for me, winning an Olym- 
pic gold, is the top of the 
mountain. And no matter 
how you finish in the other 
Olympics, it doesn't matter. 
"| think | feel less pressure,” 
he said, "but | think | have 
supreme confidence." 
Shuster won bronze in 2006 
as the lead for Pete Fen- 
son's team — the first-ever 
U.S. Olympic curling med- 
al. Then he left to form his 
own rink, earning a trip to 
Vancouver but performing 
so badly that he benched 
himself. After finishing 10th 
in 2010 — dead last — Shus- 
ter won the U.S. trials again 
four years later but man- 
aged just a ninth place in 
Sochi. When USA Curling 
put together a high perfor- 
mance camp of the coun- 
try's top 10 players, Shuster 
didn't make the cut. 

So the most decorated 
Olympian in American curl- 
ing history scraped togeth- 
er a foursome — calling 
themselves "Team Rejects" 
— and not only beat the 


federation-backed squads 
in the U.S. trials but won 
gold in Korea. 

With 2018 teammates John 
Landsteiner and Matt Ham- 
iiton, and Olympic rookie 
Chris Plys, Shuster is hop- 
ing to avoid the slow starts 
of previous Winter Games. 
Longtime curling powers 
Britain and Canada will be 
there if they stumble. 

BABY BUMP 

Tabitha Peterson is head- 
ing to her second straight 
Olympics — her first as the 
skip of the U.S. women's 
team. 

A Twin Cities native, Pe- 
terson threw third — for 
Nina Roth's team in Py- 
eongchang. When Roth 
took maternity leave the 
following season, Peter- 
son moved up fo skip, the 
team captain who not only 
throws the last and most 


important stones but is also 
the final word on strategy 
throughout the match. 

"It definitely is different, just 
in terms of my role on the 
team," Peterson said. "I've 
had to kind of rethink the 
way | think the game, my 
role, my approach, my 
preparation. (And) what 
| do off the ice -- there's 
more strategic learning." 
Roth is back at vice-skip, 
throwing third, with fellow 
2018 holdover Becca Ham- 
ilton second. Olympic rook- 
ie Tara Peterson, Tabitha's 
sister, is the lead, throwing 
first. "It's been amazing, this 
group of girls," Tabitha Pe- 
terson said. "We're so hap- 
py to be going together, 
no matter what our roles 
are." 

The U.S. women have nev- 
er won an Olympic curling 
medal. They went 4-5 in 
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Gold means confidence, less pressure for US curler Shuster 
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2018 and failed to qualify 
for the playoffs. 

DOUBLE DUTY 

A handful of curlers will be 
among the busiest athletes 
at the Olympics. 

Plys will compete in the 
mixed doubles event with 
partner Vicky Persinger be- 
fore turning his attention to 
the men's tournament — 
meaning he could be on 
the ice for 18 days in a row, 
sometimes two sessions per 
day. 

Others doing double duty 
are Britain's Jennifer Dodds 
and Bruce Mouat, Italy's 
Amos Mosanser and Swe- 
den's Oskar Eriksson. (Nor- 
way's Magnus Nedregot- 
ten is an alternate for the 
men's competition; China 
and Canada were still filling 
out their teams.) 

BACK FOR MORE 

It's not just Shuster's squad 


that is trying to repeat. 
All of the medal-winning 
teams from Pyeongchang 
are back for another try, 
with some minor shuffling in 
the lineups. 

In the men's field, Sochi 
bronze medalist and Py- 
eongchang runner-up 
Niklas Edin is back to com- 
plete his set of Olympic priz- 
es. The Swiss team skipped 
by Benoit Schwarz that won 
bronze in 2018 is back but 
with a new third, Sven Mi- 
chel. 

Anna Hasselborg's — four- 
some will defend its Olym- 
pic championship in the 
women's division, and Ja- 
pan's Team Fujisawa is back 
after winning bronze four 
years ago. South Korea's 
Team Kim, silver medalists 
at home in Pyeongchang, 
is back, with Kim Cho-hi 
stepping in as second. 
Canada's Kaitlyn Lawes 
and John Morris won mixed 
doubles gold in Korea -- the 
only curling medal for pow- 
erhouse Canada in Korea 
-- but the coed trials were 
canceled because of the 
pandemic, delaying the 
selection of a team for Bei- 
jing. Silver medalists Jenny 
Perret and Martin Rios of 
Switzerland and third place 
finishers Kristin Skaslien and 
Magnus Nedregotten § of 
Norway are also hoping to 
move up the podium. 
PANTSED 

The Norwegian team that 
became a sensation for its 
psychedelic pants over the 
last three Olympiads has 
broken up, depriving the 
curling field of a beloved 
dose of sartorial personal- 


ity. Q 


Red Wings hire Nicklas Lidstrom as VP 
of hockey operations 


DETROIT (AP) — The Detroit 
Red Wings hired Nicklas 
Lidstrom as vice president 
of hockey operations Tues- 
day, tapping one of the 
franchise's great players. 

General manager Stev 
Yzerman said his former 
teammate will be based 
in his native Sweden and 
involved in every aspect of 
helping him run the orga- 
nization. Lidstrom's job du- 


ties will include evaluating 
players with the Red Wings, 
on other NHL teams, in the 
AHL and Europe as well as 
on amateur levels. 

Detroit drafted Lidstrom 
with the No. 53 pick overall 
in 1989 and he spent his 20 
NHL seasons with the fran- 
chise, becoming one of 
the best defensemen of alll 
time. 

He won seven Norris tro- 


phies to trail only Bobby 
Orr's record total of eight. 
Lidstrom retired in 2012, his 
No. 5 Red Wings jersey was 
raised two seasons later 
and he was qd first-ballot 
Hockey Hall of Famer in 
2015. 

The 12-time All-Star helped 
Detroit win four Stanley 
Cups from 1997 to 2008, 
when he became the first 
captain of an NHL champi- 


onship team bornin Europe. 
He helped the Swedes win 
Olympic gold in 2006, earn- 


Associated Press 
ing a spot in the Triple Gold 
Club after also winning a 
world championship.) 
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Climate change: Athletes flag the dangers of manmade snow 


By MARTHA BELLISLE 
Associated Press 

A British skier crashes 
through wooden fencing 
on a downhill corner and 
slams into a pole, breaking 
his leg. An American hits an 
icy patch at the bottom 
of a hill and crashes into 
a fence, breaking one ski 
and twisting the other, also 
breaking his leg. 

Another American, train- 
ing before a biathlon race, 
slides Out on an icy corner 
and flies off the trail into a 
tree, breaking ribs and a 
shoulder blade and punc- 
tures a lung. 

These were not scenes 
from high speed Alpine or 
ski cross events. They hap- 
pened on cross country ski 
and biathlon tracks made 
with artificial snow. 

Many top athletes say 
crashes like these are be- 
coming more common as 
climate change reduces 
the availability of natu- 
ral snow, forcing racers to 
compete on tracks with the 
manmade version. Olym- 
pic and World Cup race 
organizers have come to 
rely on snow-making equip- 
ment to create a ribbon of 
white through the hills since 
natural snowfall is less reli- 
able. Johanna Taliharm, an 
Estonian Olympic biathlete, 
said racing on manmade 


snow comes with risks. 
"Artificial snow is _ icier, 
therefore faster and more 
dangerous," she said. "It 
also hurts more if you fall 
outside of the course when 
there is no fluffy snowbank, 
but a rocky and muddy 
hard ground." Manmade 
snow has a higher moisture 
content, making it ice up 
quickly, skiers and experts 
say. 

"It can be really rock hard 
out there and falling can 
feel like falling on con- 
crete, and so it does make 
it a little bit more danger- 


ous than if it was natural 
snow conditions," said Chris 
Grover, head cross country 
coach for the U.S. Ski Team. 
Some venues even make 
snow and then store it un- 
der wood chips through 
the summer and spread it 
around a track when it gets 
cold. Artificial snow, wel- 
come as it may be, does 
not get better with age. 
Race organizers should 
take that into consideration 
when designing courses, 
skiers and experts say. 

"It's pretty universally recog- 
nized that courses are firm- 
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er and faster than before," 
said Gus Schumacher, a 
member of the U.S. cross 
country team. 

John Aalberg, a former 
Olympic cross country ski- 
er who designs Olympic 
Nordic ski Courses, includ- 
ing for the Beijing Games, 
said they always consider 
icy conditions when de- 
signing a course. He said 
a bigger safety issue was 
the change in race formats 
from individual starts to 
mass starts. 

"When you ski one-by-one 
like they used to do in the 


‘90s, you could have gnar- 
lier downhills and corners 
because they came one 
ata time," he said. 

Unlike Alpine equipment, 
cross county skis don't have 
metal edges. They're de- 
signed to be thin and light- 
weight for climbing hills and 
gliding over flats. The boots 
are flexible and connect to 
the ski with a single metal 
bar under the toe. Nordic 
skiers don't use the edge of 
the ski to navigate around 
a corner. Instead, they 
take fast baby steps to get 
around the curve. 

All of that is more difficult 
on manmade snow. 
Olympic gold medalist and 
U.S. Nordic ski team mem- 
ber Jessie Diggins said she 
has reached 76 kilome- 
ters per hour (47 mph) go- 
ing downhill on manmade 
snow "and it is scary be- 
cause most of our race trails 
are built for natural snow." 
"| think it is getting a little 
more dangerous and I've 
noticed at the World Cup 
when it is manmade snow, 
it is scary because instead 
of sliding on snow you're 
sliding on ice," added Dig- 
gins, the overall World Cup 
winner for the 2020-21 sea- 
son. "| think we're seeing a 
higher percentage of falls. 
| feel it is a little more dan- 
gerous now.'L) 


A look at what's happen- 
ing in European soccer on 
Wednesday: 

SPAIN 

Barcelona and Real Ma- 
drid meet in their second 
"clasico" of the season in 
the semifinals of the Span- 
ish Super Cup. The compe- 
tition returns to Saudi Ara- 
bia after being played in 
Spain last year because of 
the coronavirus pandem- 
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ic. Barcelona is expected 
to be boosted by the re- 
turns of Pedri Gonzdlez and 
Ferran Torres, who rejoined 
the squad in time for the 
match after testing posi- 
tive for the coronavirus. 
Madrid will be led by the 
red-hot duo of Karim Ben- 
zema and Vinicius JUnior. 
The other semifinal will be 
played Thursday between 
defending Spanish league 


Bar¢ca-Madrid in Super Cup, Chelsea- 
Spurs 2nd leg 


champion Atlético Madrid 
and Copa del Rey runner- 
up Athletic Bilbao. Madrid 
made it to the "Final Four" 
after finishing second to 
Atlético in the league last 
season. Barcelona quali- 
fied as the Copa del Rey 
champion. 

ENGLAND 

Chelsea takes a 2-0 lead 
over Tottenham into the 
second leg of the League 
Cup semifinals. Tottenham 
has the advantage of be- 
ing home for the return 
match but will be without 
key forward Son Heung- 
min, who has a muscle 
injury in his leg and is un- 
likely to be back until next 
month. Chelsea is looking 
to reach the final of the 


competition for the first 
time since 2019, when it 
lost to Manchester City on 
penalties, and win it for 
the sixth time. Tottenham 
was the runner-up to City 
last season and won the 
last of its four League Cup 
titles in 2008. In the Premier 
League, West Ham hosts 
last-place Norwich in a 
game that has been rear- 
ranged after initially being 
postponed last month be- 
cause of COVID-19 cases 
in Norwich's squad. 

ITALY 

Serie A champion Inter Mi- 
lan and Italian Cup winner 
Juventus meet in the Super 
Cup. Juventus has won the 
competition a record nine 
times, including last sea- 


son, but Inter coach Sim- 
one Inzaghi has beaten 
the Bianconeri in both his 
previous matches in the 
competition — as Lazio 
coach in 2017 and '19. The 
match will be staged at 
San Siro, where Inter plays 
its home games. Inter leads 
Serie A and has 11 points 
more than fifth-place Ju- 
ventus, which will have 
gained confidence by ral- 
lying for a 4-3 win at Roma 
from 3-1 down on Sunday. 
Goalkeeper Wojciech 
Szezesny saved a late pen- 
alty in that match but will 
be on the bench against 
Inter as he has only recent- 
ly had his second dose 
of the vaccine against 
coronavirus.L] 


